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tuart Grannen of Architectural Artifacts in Chicago stocks old doors, fireplace mantels and olher fixlures he rescues lrorm wrecking crews,

Old building bits good business

CHICAGO (AP) — (zargovies
rom turn-of the-century buildings
ow grimace wickedly in suburban
iving rooms, thanks to
haealogists who race the w
all to meet rehabbers’ growing ap-
petite for artifacts.

Ahour 100 hitectural salvage
companic und the country are
working o fill orders from home-
wiers hankering for anvthing from
a brags door handle from the old Chi-
cago Stock Exchange building to col-
mns from offic
signed by the architect
Sullivan.

Many of the salvage companies
pened within the past decade dur-
ing a boom in demalition in such

lies sy New York, Baltimore and
Chicago.

“These businesses
stronger than the
gaid Gl:-t'dun Bcu:.h.

Louis

tion about restoring old houses,
greater demand for the product, less
of a supply of good-guality mantels,
stained glass, elaborate doors —
things of this nature are harder to
find . . . than when you had a surplus
of demolition of buildings,” he said.

Ib sume, these bits of vintage
buildings are art. But for many
rehabbers, they also ensure archi-
rectural integrity.

"People are realizing the value of
keeping the old doors . .. or the old
huilt-ing to keen consistency with
the building” said e Stein
wedell, mdnager of Salvage (Ine in

ar l"hltl_l
ed ware-

,and a couple tons of
hmnges and other vintage

pine door slathered with layers of
cracked paint o $40,000 for a turn-
of-the-century mahogany bar,

AL Architectural Artifacts in Chi-
capo, shoppers wade through ows
of gargovles and terra cotta- fix-
fures.

Owner Stuart Grannen opened
shop three years ago, aiming to save
Sullivan t res from demaolition.

“I just went and introduced my-
self to every wrecker ... and said,
‘When you have a building, please
call me! " Mr Grannen recalled.

When the phone rings, he and his
assistantz rush to the demolition si

bought Ii'u. nhhlu 1o an l..ul.J
'rr|1.=,n hloc I: fEtr ah-r-ur tn be ra

buildings” he said.

“It'sdangerous, but it's also an in-
gradible amount of fun to dismantle
what’s been there for 100 years" Mr.

(zranmen said, “If we dido'l do it,

they'd just knock it intothe ground.”

It's also luc e, uu.:udmg o
Mr. Grannen, wl
abuoul $1

]‘."'I.L:"r Whitney rJl suburban Lake
Forest paid Mr Grannen 51,800 for
a restored maple fireplace mantel
for her family's TN conch ho It
poes perfect with our decor” she
auid.

A reproduction wonld have cost at
least twice as much, Mrs, Whitney
gaid, adding, “1 just like the older

and just the detail that you can

1 3 that make the
prme::r nice,” ed David Fe-
cenko, an architectural designar
who restored his 100-vear-old Chi
cagn home with maldi and other
vinlage items, some of which had to
he stripped and refimished.

“With a little bit of elbow orease,
a $35 newel post that would have cost
2300 new laoks hrand-new”




